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Library prepares to reopen two floors 


The fourth and fifth levels 
of Pollak Library south shut 
down nearly six years ago. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 
JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


After an earthquake turned 
Pollak Library into a hazard 
zone nearly six years ago, Ti- 
tans may soon walk the fourth 
and fifth floors on the south side 
once again. 

Even though the majority 
of the library opened soon af- 
ter the 5.1 magnitude La Hab- 
ra quake in 2014, the fourth 
and fifth floors have remained 
closed while they undergo 
heavy renovations. 

Emily Bonney, the dean of 
Pollak Library, said the damag- 
es to the fourth, fifth and sixth 
floors were initially too costly 
to fix. 

“The south side was not re- 
ally built for earthquakes, par- 
ticularly on the fourth, fifth and 
sixth floors. Ceiling tiles came 
down, electrical stuff came 
down, so it was very hazard- 
ous,” Bonney said. 

According to the Cal State 
Fullerton Capital Programs and 
Facilities Management, the bud- 
get for the fourth and fifth floors 
alone is set at $4.8 million. The 
sixth floor is set at $6 million, 
and the fire-life-safety improve- 
ments at $11.75 million. 

The renovations are financed 
by outside donations instead of 
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Cal State Fullerton students spend time in the first floor of Pollak Library south. 


tuition and fees. 

“We got a significant gift 
from Dr. Lawrence Brooks 
de Graaf. He was part of the 
very first group of faculty who 
worked here when the Universi- 
ty started, and he has provided 
a very generous gift,’ Bonney 
said. 


Although the donations 
helped start construction, the 
lack of sufficient windows to 
meet fire safety standards was 
a hurdle that prolonged the 
opening. Bonney learned that 
the basement counts as a floor, 
meaning that more windows 
needed to be constructed. 


“(The fire marshall) said, 
“You're actually a 7-story build- 
ing, and you now have a differ- 
ent set of requirements. That 
means you have to have win- 
dows that will open in the event 
of a fire to allow smoke out,” 
Bonney said. 
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Baseball 
wins global 
triendly 


CSUF beat Keio University 
from Japan last night in a 6-3 
victory at Goodwin Field. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton’s base- 
ball team capitalized on several 
mistakes made by Japan’s Keio 
University in the third inning 
for a 6-3 victory in an exhibition 
match last night. 

The Titans have a record of 
3-4 after they suffered a 13-in- 
ning loss to Tulane University on 
Sunday. 

Landon Anderson _ started 
for CSUF and got going early 
in the game as he recorded five 
strikeouts in the first two in- 
nings. However, Sekine Tomo- 
ki for Keio University recorded 
four strikeouts and did not allow 
a single Titan to reach base in 
those same frames. 

Fullerton broke the scoreless 
tie in the bottom of the third. 
After Max Miller walked and 
reached second on a throwing 
error and Caden Connor reached 
first on a fielder’s choice, Alex 
Solis hit an RBI single to right 
center field that brought Miller 
home for the 1-0 lead. 
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CSUF Tennis 
ends two 
game skid 


The Titans defeated the 
University of New Mexico 
on Friday at Titan Courts. 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writer 


The Cal State Fullerton wom- 
en’s tennis team was victorious 
on Friday with a thrilling 4-3 
win over the University of New 
Mexico Lobos at Titan Courts. 

As they entered the duel, the 
Titans came off of a pair of loss- 
es to San Diego State and Saint 
Mary’s College. Before the two- 
match skid, CSUF had a perfect 
5-0 record. 

Genevieve Zeidan and Eira 
Tobrand opened the doubles 
matches with a dominant 6-0 
win in their match against Bron- 
te Murgett and Natasha Munday. 
Despite the strong start for the 
Titans, the Lobos went on to win 
the other two doubles matches 
by a close margin to clinch the 
doubles point and head into the 
singles matches with a 1-0 lead. 

Because of their one-point 
deficit heading into the sin- 
gles, the Titans needed to win 
four matches to take home the 
victory. Despite the worsen- 
ing weather conditions, the Ti- 
tans played extremely well. The 
matches were hard-fought, but in 
the end the CSUF did just what 
they needed to do, coming away 
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with four wins to New Mexico’s 
two. 

Junior Jadie Acidera showed 
great poise in her match against 
Alicia Manolescu, as she lost her 
first set, 6-7, but won the next 
two sets, 6-4 and 6-1. Zeidan 
kept the momentum from her 
dominant doubles performance 
going with a 6-4 and 6-3 win 
over Sara Kuuttila-Webbert. 

Sophomore YuSeung Suh 
scored a win, 6-4 and 6-3, over 
Munday and Camila Garcia 
won a dominant victory within 
the first two sets against Dan- 
ielle Quevedo. Garcia said she 
was happy with her win, and ac- 
knowledged that she maintained 
her composure throughout the 
match. 

“I felt good. I also felt like I 
improved. I was more patient 
this match. I’m just happy I got 
the win. I think I’m starting 
to get more confident with my 
shots. And also just playing so 
many matches really helps you 
improve,” Garcia said. 

While Garcia was proud of her 
own win in her singles match, 
she said she was equally proud 
of the team’s overall perfor- 
mance throughout the day. 

“We did so good. I really en- 
joy every match that I watch. I 
think they played really well,” 
she said. 
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‘Celebration of Life’ 
honors Bryant family 


Kobe's and Gianna’s memorial at 
Staples Center shines a light on 
the future of women’s sports. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


Nearly one month after the 
Calabasas helicopter crash that 
took the lives of nine people, 
family, fans and basketball stars 
of the past and present celebrat- 
ed the lives of former Los An- 
geles Lakers guard Kobe Bry- 
ant, and his daughter, Gianna, 
at the Staples Center on Monday 


HIV carries stigmas from a bygone era 
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Lamm 
Positive 


Antiretrovirals and PrEP help 

to reduce the transmission of 
HIV, but the stigmas associat- 
ed with the virus remains. 
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morning. 

Grammy-winning art- 
ist | Beyonce Knowles-Car- 
ter opened the memorial, per- 
forming her songs “XO,” one 
of Kobe’s favorite songs, and 
“Halo.” Knowles-Carter repeat- 
ed the lyrics, “Halo don’t fade 
away” during the second song, 
which emphasized the everlast- 
ing impact that the Bryants left 
behind. 

Comedian Jimmy Kimmel offi- 
ciated the event, and despite the 
pressure of being the first person 
to address the arena, he provided 
the audience with laughs. 


Review: ‘ 


EVAN GOLE / STAPLES CENTER 
Vanessa Bryant delivers her euology at Kobe’s and Gianna’s “Celebration of Life” at Staples Center yesterday. 


Referencing the Bryant fam- 
ily’s faith in Catholicism, Kim- 
mel encouraged the crowd to in- 
troduce themselves and embrace 
one another, as he said that it 
only happens in church and at 
sporting events. 

“Perfect strangers who love the 
same team are suddenly hugging 
and high-fiving and celebrating 
together,’ Kimmel said. “Say 
hello to the people around you, 
whether you know them or not, to 
be grateful for life and for the fact 
that we are all here together.” 
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‘American Factory’ offers no easy answers 


Netflix documentary details 
the struggle of workers trying 
to unionize while adapting to 
cultural differences. 


Lifestyle | 8 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 


2 News 


Students practiced self- 
care through writing 
exercises on Monday. 


KELLY BOONKRONG 
ELIZABETH TOVAR 
Staff Writers 


Cal State Fullerton’s South- 
west Asian and North African 
(SWANA) organization collab- 
orated with Access California 
Services and hosted the Stig- 
ma Arts writing workshop for 
SWANA students in the Diver- 
sity Initiatives Resource Cen- 
ter’s Brave Space on Monday. 

Access California Services 
is a nonprofit organization that 
empowers communities such as 
the Arab American and Mus- 
lim American communites. 

“Think of us as a one stop 
shop. When people come and 
they just feel lost, we help 
them from everything as soft 
as acculturating them to the 
customs of Southern California 
to some of the more concrete 
operational things,” said Mais- 
une Abu-Elhaija, facilitator for 
the mental health workshops. 

Though Access California 
Services predominantly focus- 
es on serving the Arab Amer- 
ican and Muslim American 
communities, they are part of a 
larger network of similar orga- 
nizations under the Multi-Eth- 
nic Collaborative of Communi- 
ty Agencies. 

The goal of the workshop is 
to create a safe environment in 
a familiar space. 

“We go out to the communi- 
ty and do workshops just like 
what we did today. So, we go to 
colleges, we go to local church- 
es and mosques and we meet 
the people where they’re at,” 
said Sara Alsabbagh, the men- 
tal health service manager at 
Access California Services. 

Monday’s workshop focused 
on using writing as a therapeu- 
tic outlet. 


At the workshop, prompts 
were provided, with some that 
asked to write about times of 
happiness, a moment of con- 
fusion about identity and a 
self-description as if they were 
their own friend. 

“When we think about self- 
love and self-care, writing 
about your mental health is lit- 
erally like writing a letter to 
yourself or having a conversa- 
tion with yourself. As much as 
it is important to talk to oth- 
er people or seek profession- 
al help, it’s also important to 
love yourself in that way where 
you write messages about your 


own thoughts to yourself and 
analyze it and think about it 
and see it visually on paper,” 
Abu-Elhaija said. 

The workshop aimed _ to 
break down the stigma sur- 
rounding mental health in the 
SWANA community. 

“Because of the negative be- 
liefs and the negative com- 
ments that we have about our- 
selves, that prevents us from 
getting help or seeking help 
and we continue to suffer 
throughout our lives without 
getting treatment,’ Alsabbagh 
said. 

Naser Alosaimi, a member 
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SWANA club hosts mental health workshop 


of the SWANA community, 
said that men are often labeled 
as unmanly if they talk about 
mental health, but also noted 
the irony within that stigma 
from a religious perspective. 

“The religion of Islam is re- 
ally influenced in SWANA 
countries, and in that religion 
we always talk about, ‘It’s okay 
to talk about your problems, 
it’s okay to cry, it’s okay to do 
that,’ but it’s so weird that now 
we don’t follow what we used 
to do,” Alosaimi said. 

The SWANA community is 
fighting for resources that are 
focused on cultural identity, 
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Write about yourself as if 
you were your own friend. 


along with a push for proper 
mental health resources which 
are equally important to the 
discussion of inclusivity on 
campus. 

As a CSUF alumna, Abu-El- 
haija stressed the significance 
of events such as the Stig- 
ma Arts workshop within the 
SWANA community. 

“Making sure that our SWA- 
NA students are being tak- 
en care of and normalizing 
the conversation about men- 
tal health will help them as 
they kind of increase their own 
sense of belonging at this cam- 
pus,” she said. 
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Students participated in group writing exercises on Monday in the Diversity Initiatives Resource Center's Brave Space. 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FULLERTON 


TEACHERS WANTED! 


Aimee Nelson: 
ed.fullerton.edu twitter: @csufcoe 


The College of Education is home to more than 
1,200 credential and graduate students. It is a 
destination of choice for students seeking the 

highest quality teacher preparation and advanced 
degrees in education. 


We offer 6 fully online Master’s degrees. 


CREDENTIAL PROGRAMS 


Elementary Multiple Subject 
Reading and Literacy Leadership Specialist 
Perliminary Administrative Services 


$6,660 per year - FULL TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees) 


MASTER'S PROGRAMS 


Instructional Design & Technology 
Elementary Curriculum & Instruction 
-Emphasis in Math & Science 

-Emphasis in Education for Social Justice 


$7,176 per year - FULL TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees) 
$4,164 per year - PART TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees) 


CONTACT INFORMATION 
anelson @fullerton.edu 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


(657) 278-4161 


Clear Credential 
Secondary Education 
Special Education 


Special Education 
Literacy and Reading 
Educational Technology 
Educational Leadership 


Renovation: 
New spaces will 


add 350 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

Bonney said they were made 
aware of the issue two years 
ago and have since been deter- 
mining requirements and cut- 
ting the windows. 

“It took several months just 
to get the windows cut, be- 
cause they could only do three 
windows at a time. They want- 
ed to make sure there wouldn’t 
be structural problems,” Bon- 
ney said. 

Seventy windows will be in- 
stalled and water-tested from 
the second to the sixth floor. 
The fourth and fifth floors are 
also receiving shelving for the 
books that went into storage af- 
ter the earthquake. 

The reopening of the fourth 
and fifth floors will increase 
student seating in the library 


Seats 


by 350 seats, and both floors 
will be modernized. 

“Nobody will remember 
what the old fourth and fifth 
floors looked like,” Bonney 
said. 

She added that the windows 
will provide “lots of natural 
light.” The furniture will be 
in different colors, but the car- 
pet colors will match the first 
floor: blue, grey and orange. 

AC Martin, EPT Design 
and PCL Construction are in 
charge of the improvements 
and renovations of the library. 
They are the same contractors 
who worked on the initial con- 
struction of the North Tower 25 
years ago.. 

The fourth and fifth floors 
are set to be reopened by 
mid-April. 
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The fourth and fifth floors of Pollak Library south shut down in 2014. 
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Professor analyzes LGBTQ subtext in music 


Craig Loftin plans to write 
a book about MTV and its 
underlying messages. 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


To unwind after a day’s work 
researching his first book in the 
early 2000s, American studies 
professor Craig Loftin would 
watch the “All Request Hour,” 
an hour block of requested mu- 
sic videos on VH1 Classic. 

With the analytical juices 
still flowing from his research, 
Loftin noticed that he missed 
the queer subtext in music vid- 
eos when he watched MTV in 
his childhood. 

In 2014, that inspiration 
led him to create a blog titled 
“1980s Music Video Closet,” 
where he posted essays that 
dissected the LGBT implica- 
tions in popular music vid- 
eos of the era and explored 
MTV’s refusal to acknowledge 
homosexuality. 

“It seems like no matter how 
many videos I saw, there was 
some queer thing going on just 
over and over and over, yet it 
couldn’t be acknowledged,” 
Loftin said. 

The blog was the first step 
towards an extensive research 
project and a book, which he 
plans to write this summer. 

“Nobody else has really dived 
into this before. There isn’t a 
book on this already; that’s 
what shocks me,” Loftin said. 
“‘T’m going to write the gay 
MTV book before someone else 
does. That’s the goal — to be 
the first one out with something 
that establishes some terrain.” 

In the blog, Loftin analyzes 
a number of well-known vid- 
eos, such as Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller,” which he theoriz- 
es is about the rumors swirling 
around Jackson’s sexuality at 
the time. 

“The gay-man-as-monster 
theme perfectly fits the cultural 
mood of the early Reagan era. 
In 1983-84, given the AIDS cri- 
sis along with (Jackson’s) fame 
and unique family dynamics, 
being gay was scary, so scary 
you’d have to make a really 
scary video to express the fear 
of it properly,’ Loftin wrote. 

Loftin’s working thesis is that 
the “80s and the AIDS crisis 
marked a step back from gay 
rights and visibility, in contrast 
to the sexual revolution of the 
“70s. 

“This is what the ‘80s were 
like for gay people, and the vid- 
eos are an incredibly nuanced 
and revealing window to this 
moment where there is this kind 
of homophobia that’s swirling 
around the society and this dis- 
ease — this scary, terrifying 
disease,” Loftin said. 

At the time, MTV was part 
of a larger media blackout on 
AIDS and, particularly, its dis- 
proportionate effect on LGBTQ 
communities. 

The Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention released its 
first report on early AIDS cases 
in June 1981. 

Two months later, MTV de- 
buted, but the disease was not 
mentioned on-air until 1985, 
Loftin said. 

“You wouldn’t know from 
that or from some of the sub- 
sequent mentions of AIDS that 
(MTV) did, that it had anything 
to do with being gay,’ Loftin 
said. 


Craig Loftin is an American studies professor at Cal State Fullerton. 


All the while, music videos of 
every genre implicitly reflect- 
ed gay culture, both in front of 
and behind the camera, Loftin 
said. 

Heavy metal’s leather aes- 
thetic, which was popularized 
by Judas Priest music videos, 
firstoriginated in gay culture, 
Loftin said. 

“One of the key architects 
of heavy metal is this gay man 
who came up with the whole 
idea of the leather heavy-met- 
al look, which he got from gay 
leather clubs. This is in the late 
‘70s. You can see the moment 
of transition from one Judas 
Priest album to another,” Lof- 
tin said. 

Despite this transition, ho- 
mophobia still existed in heavy 
metal and late ‘80s metal music 
in a number of ways, he said. 

Loftin also candidly reflected 
on his relationship with these 
videos and the impact that the 
closeting of these videos had on 
him. 

“My whole life, this video 
had been kept from me — ban- 
ished from my sight — a vast 
hetero conspiracy that prevent- 
ed gay boys like myself from 
seeing images that might have 
rescued us from our isolated 
1980s despair,’ Loftin wrote 
about the music video for “El- 
ton’s Song.” 

Originally from Northern 
California, Loftin earned un- 
dergraduate degrees in sociolo- 
gy and history from UC Santa 
Barbara. 

While at UCSB, Loftin was 
mentored by Richard Flacks, 
a sociology professor who 
had Loftin in several of his 
courses. 

Flacks is one of the intellec- 
tual architects of Students for 
a Democratic Society, which 
is one of the most well-known 
protest groups of the 1960s. 

Flacks taught a course, which 
Loftin took, called Music and 
Social Movements, which ex- 
plored the relationship between 
activism and music. 

“I was so in my element, and 
(Flacks) was so in his element,” 


For the Record 


The story “Softball upsets Arizona State 
in Mary Nutter Classic” on page seven of 
Monday’s issue had the incorrect story 
on the page, but it will appear in today’s 
issue in the correct place. 


Loftin said. 

Loftin later pursued his doc- 
torate in American history at 
USC. 

Even then, Loftin expressed 
an interest in music’s relation- 
ship to history, as he made 


66 He takes music 
seriously. He takes 
its cultural power 
seriously. He 
understands how it 
transforms society or 
changes its thinking 
in subtle ways. 9 


LEILA ZENDERLAND 
American studies professor 
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Editor-in-Chief 


frequent trips to Amoeba Mu- 
sic in Los Angeles and re- 
turned with large hauls of old 
records. 

“He would even sit around 
and play them for me and tell 
me the history of some of these 
bands, or what was going on 
at the time when certain songs 
came out,” said Jeffrey Kosier- 
ok, Loftin’s USC classmate and 
former roommate. 

Years later, as he works on 
the MTV project, Loftin still 
displays this same passion for 
music history, said Leila Ze- 
nderland, a professor in the 
American studies department. 

“He takes music seriously. 
He takes its cultural power se- 
riously. He understands how it 
transforms society or changes 
its thinking in subtle ways, and 
how things become buried and 
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hidden in musical forms,” Ze- 
nderland said. 

CSUF students have respond- 
ed enthusiastically to his work 
as well, Zenderland said. 

“He’s given several evening 
lectures in which he analyzes 
early MTV videos, and students 
are just transfixed by it because 
he’s got a sophisticated ap- 
proach to what’s going on,” Ze- 
nderland said. 

Loftin said he is writing the 
book with students in mind. 

“This is a common thing you 
hear about younger gay people, 
is that they haven’t experienced 
quite the visceral level of ha- 
tred that earlier generations did. 
That can result in people being 
very complacent and thinking 
that all that never really hap- 
pened, not knowing that things 
can go back,” Loftin said. 
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4 Opinion 


Individuals living with the 
virus deserve recognition 
beyond their status. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Editor 


Despite the significant strides that 
science and modern medicine have 
made since the initial emergence of 
HIV, many HIV-positive individ- 
uals still face outdated and preju- 
diced stigmas from past decades. 

Due to medical advancements, 
more HIV-positive individuals are 
able to live normal lives than ever 
before. These advancements can 
lower the viral load to an undetect- 
able rate, and because of pre-ex- 
posure prophylaxis and syringe 
services programs, new HIV trans- 
missions have declined, according 
to HIV.gov. 

While the virus is no longer con- 
sidered a death sentence, stigmas 
from a bygone era still persist. 

In the early ‘80s, the media and 
the government shaped the pub- 
lic’s attitude regarding the disease, 
which was claiming thousands of 
lives. 

The first headline written about 
HIV was published in The New 
York Times on July 3, 1981, and 
stated, “Rare Cancer Seen in 41 
Homosexuals.” 

In 1982, during the peak of the 
AIDS epidemic, a press briefing 
under Ronald Reagan’s administra- 
tion addressed the issue in a joking 
manner, as if thousands of human 
lives had not already been lost. 

When a journalist asked depu- 
ty press secretary Larrey Speakes 
if the White House was aware of 
the AIDS epidemic, Speakes said, 
“Well I don’t have it, do you?” Ir- 
reverent laughter from the crowd of 
press followed the comment. 


Speakes finally stated there was 
not enough research to comment 
on the epidemic. Even in the White 
House, there was divisive rhetoric 
that showed little sensitivity during 
a time where 618 of 771 reported 
cases of HIV in individuals were 
dead by the year’s end, accord- 
ing to The Foundation for AIDS 
Research. 

Very little was known about the 
disease and there was also very lit- 
tle respect for the community which 
was affected by the virus. These 
attitudes quickly trickled down to 
the public and the negative stigmas 
have stuck around ever since. 

The virus was immediately affil- 
iated with the gay community, and 
these individuals were quickly os- 
tracized from the society regardless 
of their actual health status. 

This type of stereotyping can still 
be seen today with the coronavirus 
outbreak, with rash generalizations 
being made due to the dispropor- 
tionate effect on certain popula- 
tions. . 

Even though modern medicine 
allows HIV-positive individuals to 
live normal and healthy lives, the 
negative attitudes attached to the vi- 
rus remain consistent, especially in 
the dating world. 

Antiretroviral medications lower 
the amount of the virus present in 
HIV-positive individuals to an un- 
detectable rate, which makes trans- 
mission of the virus nearly impos- 
sible, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

At the same time, preventative 
drugs like pre-exposure prophylax- 
is are readily available for individu- 
als who seek to prevent the spread 
of the disease. The consistent use of 
this drug on a daily basis can low- 
er the risk of an individual contract- 
ing HIV from sex by about 99%, ac- 
cording to the CDC. 

Austin Nation, an assistant pro- 
fessor in the School of Nursing 
at Cal State Fullerton, recalls his 
firsthand experience with the HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic in the late 1980s to 
the middle of the ‘90s. 

Nation and his partner were 
both diagnosed as HIV-positive in 
1986. At the time, the disease was 


considered a death sentence. 

They made a pact to die 
together. 

Nation witnessed his partner 
struggle to survive from the disease. 
Even though his partner was taking 
every experimental drug available, 
the virus persisted. 

Nation decided not to take the 
experimental drug because he re- 
called that it made him feel even 
more sick. Now, Nation is ap- 
proaching his 34rd year being HIV 
positive and is grateful to be alive 
and healthy. 

“T look back, and to this day, I 
don’t know why I’m still here and 
why I’m not with him and didn’t go 
with him, and we didn’t go through 
with that pact, but I am certain- 
ly grateful that I didn’t have to go 
down that path just yet,’ Nation 
said. 

Now, on the other side of a gen- 
erational shift of medical advance- 
ments around HIV, moving forward 
remains difficult for Nation. He is 
constantly confronted with stigmas 
regarding his health status on online 
dating platforms. 

He said he thinks it comes down 
to one thing: “Fear, F-E-A-R.”. 

In the past, when Nation omitted 
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HIV positive people face outdated stigmas 


his HIV status from his online pro- 
files, he noticed a spike in engage- 
ment. Later down the line, when the 
subject of HIV was brought up in 
conversation, Nation would disclose 
his status. 

“Then, of course, all of the sud- 
den, the communication would 
abruptly stop,” he said. 

When he started to put positive 
and undetectable on his profile, Na- 
tion noticed significantly fewer hits. 
Eventually, he decided to keep his 
HIV status on his profile to avoid 
constant rejection. 

“Even at this stage of my HIV 
journey, it’s still painful?’ Nation 
said. 

According to the CDC, the num- 
ber of new HIV diagnoses in indi- 
viduals 13 and older decreased to 
13.6% per 100,000 in 2018. 

There are many HIV-positive in- 
dividuals outside of the gay com- 
munity who also face the stigmas 
of living with HIV. Nestor Rogel 
is a HIV prevention specialist with 
AltaMed Health Services who was 
diagnosed with HIV at birth. The 
stigmas he battles sometimes come 
from within. 

“Being born positive, I thought 
I was a monster,” Rogel said. “I'd 
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study people all the time to try 
and figure out what it means to be 
human.” 

He said he views his status as a 
useful social filter that allows him 
to vet potential dating partners. 

“When people find out that I’m 
positive, they are either cool about it 
or not, and if they’re not, then that’s 
fine,’ Rogel said. 

There is one simple truth about 
humanity that Rogel said he would 
like the public to know: “One of the 
things I always advocate for. .. is be- 
ing human. As humans we love, we 
want to be loved, and I think it’s im- 
portant for everyone to be educat- 
ed,” he said. 

Even though those who are 
HIV-positive are able to live healthy 
lives, the general population needs 
to be educated on the facts of the 
disease. It is nearly impossible for a 
positive person who is undetectable 
to transmit the disease, and preven- 
tative drugs help assure that both 
parties are safe. 

Before making any generaliza- 
tions on a person based on their 
HIV status, everyone should prac- 
tice empathy and get to know the 
person for who they are, and not for 
their status. 


Individualism is lost in 


Staying true to one’s 
self is a formula for a 
successful relationship. 


ELIZA GREEN 
Asst. Editor 


Another Valentine’s Day has 
come and gone leaving many 
feeling lonelier than ever. The 
unfortunate reality of our culture 
is that the constant pressure to 
find a soulmate has undoubtedly 
been heightened by new forms of 
media. 

People often convince them- 
selves that their lives are not 
complete without intimate com- 
panionship. When seeing what 
appear to be flawless relation- 
ships flaunted on social media, 
it is easy to jump to the conclu- 
sion that in order to be happy, one 
must find the perfect partner. 

Within this idea lies the as- 
sumption that it is one partner’s 
job to make the other happy. Un- 
doubtedly, relationships often 
bring joy and affection, but be- 
stowing the entire responsibili- 
ty of one’s emotional state onto 
another person is not only un- 
healthy but also unfair. 

This idea is also dangerous be- 
cause, in reality, the perfect part- 
ner does not exist. Relationships 
require growth. A solid relation- 
ship involves patience, commit- 
ment and communication from 
both parties, and it works best 
when both partners begin the re- 
lationship in a healthy place, not 
in a dependent place. 

The idea that one person will 
somehow make the other feel 
complete comes with the implica- 
tion that each person is not whole 


on their own. This belief limits 
one’s ability to find self-worth 
and it leads to an unhealthy de- 
pendency within the relationship. 
Additionally, it can cause a com- 
plete loss of identity if the rela- 
tionship comes to an end. 

At the risk of sounding cyni- 
cal, it is irresponsible to assume 
that a relationship will last indef- 
initely. Putting all of one’s eggs 
in the same basket by expecting 
to be with someone forever is not 
the best mindset to start a rela- 
tionship with. 

When a person’s identity is 
contingent on someone else, that 
person runs the risk of basing 
their own identity solely on their 
partner. This power disparity can 
lead to manipulation — inten- 
tionally or not. Before starting 
a relationship, it is important to 


first know how to be emotion- 
ally secure and content with be- 
ing single. Although it is a cli- 
ché, there is a lot of truth in the 
phrase, “You can’t love some- 
body else until you learn how to 
love yourself.” 

Believing that finding a ro- 
mantic partner is the only way 
to reach fulfillment expresses a 
lack of focus on platonic com- 
panionship. There is so much 
emphasis placed on romantic re- 
lationships that fail to show how 
much support and fulfillment 
can come from non-romantic 
relationships. 

Often times, when someone 
enters into a new relationship, 
the relationships around them 
take a back seat. This can lead 
to strain on and even the loss of 
friendships, resulting in exclusive 


codependency 


co-dependency that leaves no 
room for the nourishment of 
other friendships and familial 
relationships. 

Codependency does not al- 
low space for conversations that 
are best discussed with someone 
other than a romantic partner. 
Instead, people often find them- 
selves talking about their rela- 
tionship issues with those who do 
not need to hear it. 

If a romantic partnership caus- 
es someone to sacrifice their 
friendships and family relation- 
ships, that person can be left with 
no support system if the romantic 
relationship ends. 

Although it is not wrong to 
crave a relationship, it should 
be viewed as much more than a 
way to avoid loneliness. A rela- 
tionship is a partnership where 


encouragement and support can 
be found, but it is not the only 
way to find support and love. 

By investing in and growing 
your friendships and familiar 
relationships, many people are 
able to find more self-worth and 
support from a variety of sourc- 
es rather than just from one per- 
son. Those deep and_ lasting 
bonds, even if they are not ro- 
mantic, should not be underval- 
ued or forgotten in the search for 
romance. 

So if you are looking for the 
right one, you may want to fo- 
cus your attention on being 
who you want to be and being 
a full person rather than trying 
to find your other half. Learn- 
ing to love yourself is the first 
step to being able to love some- 
one else. 
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Girl Dad: Legacy transcends the hardwood 
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In a sign of strength and a 
display of the Mamba Mentali- 
ty that her husband created, Va- 
nessa Bryant took the stage to 
a standing ovation in her first 
public appearance since the 
loss of her husband and daugh- 
ter. Her composure and _ abili- 
ty to share the personal lives of 
her loved ones illustrated who 
Kobe and Gianna were behind 
the spotlight. 

From Gianna’s morning kiss- 
es to her mom and her ma- 
ternal instincts, to Kobe buy- 
ingthe blue dress from “The 
Notebook” as an anniversary 
gift and arriving at their kids’ 
school over an hour before 
they got out, Vanessa’s stories 
showed how much family meant 
to each of them. 

Vanessa stated that Gianna 
and Kobe will never have a fa- 
ther-daughter dance, which so- 
lidified that the future won’t in- 
clude the two, but she told Kobe 
that they will both still watch 
over their children. 

“Babe, take care of our Gigi, 
and I got Nani, Bibi and Coco. 
We're still the best team,” Va- 
nessa said. 

After playing for the Lakers 
for 20 years, Bryant coached 
Gianna, as she followed in the 
footsteps of her father. When 
Gianna’s interest in playing for 
the WNBA grew, Kobe became 
heavily involved in women’s 


basketball and affected the lives 
of many female hoopers, such as 
Phoenix Mercury guard Diana 
Taurasi and University of Ore- 
gon guard Sabrina Ionescu. 

Taurasi, who had been nick- 
named “White Mamba” by 
Kobe, spoke about getting to 
know Kobe when they were in 
the 2008 Olympics together and 
Gianna’s excitement and deter- 
mination to play professional 
basketball. 

Ionescu praised Gianna as 
the future of basketball, and re- 
called all the texts Kobe sent 
her before and after games. Io- 
nescu said she still texts him to 
this day, waiting for him to re- 
spond about her performance as 
she continues to break NCAA 
records. 

Geno Auriemma, head wom- 
en’s_ basketball coach for the 
University of Connecticut, the 
school Gianna dreamed of at- 
tending and playing for, said he 
was not there as a coach, but as 
a father. 

“You feel a different kind of 
emotion when children are in- 


volved, cause this is always 
about the children,’ Auriemma 
said. 


Rob Pelinka, the current gen- 
eral manager of the Lakers, 
shared a very personal con- 
nection with the two, as he 
was Kobe’s agent and Gianna’s 
godfather. 


Pelinka made hearts drop 


as he shared the text conversa- 
tion he had with Kobe while he 
was in the helicopter before it 
crashed. Bryant was trying to 
secure an internship for Lexi 
Altobelli, the surviving daugh- 
ter of John and Keri Altobelli. 

“Kobe’s last human act was 
heroic. He wanted to use his 
platform to bless and shape a 
young girl’s future,’ Pelinka 
said. 

As tears streamed down his 
face, NBA Hall of Famer Mi- 
chael Jordan said that he saw 
Kobe as a little brother, who an- 
noyed him with late-night ques- 
tions about basketball. 

“At first, it was an aggrava- 
tion, but then it turned into a 
certain passion. This kid had 
passion like you would never 
know,” Jordan said. “I will live 
with the memories of knowing 
that I had a little brother that 
I tried to help in every way I 
could. Please, rest in peace, lit- 
tle brother.” 

The final speaker was 
Shaquille O’Neal, who has won 
three NBA championships with 
Kobe. O’Neal said that while 
it seemed like their relation- 
ship frayed during their time 
together, they always respect- 
ed and loved each other, and 
he even called him the MVP of 
heaven. 

O’Neal got laughs when he 
spoke about teaching his kids 
to shoot free-throws and trying 
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Video and photo tributes were played on the Staples Center screen yesterday. 


to get Kobe to pass the ball, the 
moment that Kobe ultimately 
earned O’Neal’s respect. 

“T said ‘Kobe, there’s no I in 
team’ and Kobe said ‘I know, 
but there’s an M-E in that moth- 
erf----- ,’ O’Neal said. 

Alicia Keys and Christina 
Aguilera also performed during 
the memorial, and it conclud- 
ed with the showing of “Dear 
Basketball,” the animated short 
Kobe won an Oscar for. 

Through the speakers, the 
performances and the video 
clips of Kobe’s career, it is clear 


that the Bryant family left their 
mark on society, and Vanessa 
made sure that the impact of her 
soulmate and her baby girl will 
live on forever. 

“The outpouring of love and 
support that my family has felt 
from around the world has been 
so uplifting,’ Vanessa Bryant 
said. “We love and miss you, 
Boo-Boo and Gigi. May you 
both rest in peace and have fun 
in heaven until we meet again 
one day. We love you both and 
miss you. Forever and always, 
Mommy.” 


Comeback: Fullerton rebounds in singles 
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Coach Dianne Matias said she 
was also very pleased with the 
team’s overall performance, es- 
pecially coming back after losing 
the doubles point. 

“We competed very well in 
the doubles and the singles. New 
Mexico brought really good 


energy, but we managed to keep 
our composure,” Matias said. 


Matias said she was_ espe- 
cially pleased with Acidera’s 
performance. 


“Tt came down to the third set 
with Jadie. I think she struggled a 
little bit in that match, lost the first 
set, but next thing you know, the 


other girl’s getting tight, Jadie’s 
getting more balls in play and you 
could see the momentum shift. 
Jadie did a good job in that third 
set being a little bit more com- 
posed with that girl and she was 
hitting out on her shots a little bit 
more,” Matias said. 

Coming off of two _ losses, 


Matias said the team showed sig- 
nificant improvement and fixed 
many errors. 

“I think we definitely learned 
from those two losses. The teams 
that played against us did well and 
we tried to learn from that and 
tried to acknowledge that. We saw 
what we could do a little more of, 


which was keeping more balls in 
play,” Matias said. 

The improvements showed, and 
the Titans battled hard to pick up 
an important win. 

The Titans were scheduled to 
compete against UC Riverside last 
Saturday, but the duel was post- 
poned until April 8 due to rain. 


Women 


"$s soccer 


fests out new 
style of play 


CSUF hosted scrimmages on 
Saturday against UC Irvine 
and Cal State Los Angeles. 


CARLOS VEGA 
Asst. Editor 


To kick off their spring 2020 
schedule, the Cal State Fuller- 
ton women’s soccer team faced 
off against the UC Irvine Ant- 
eaters and Cal State Los Ange- 
les Eagles at Titan Stadium on 
Saturday. 

The Titans managed to get 
a 1-0 win over the Anteaters 
and battled the Eagles in a 1-1 
draw. 

CSUF head coach Demian 
Brown used these scrimmag- 
es mainly to experiment with 
the team, especially since im- 
pactful players, such as Mad- 
die Bennett and Atlanta Prim- 
us who were a key part of the 
Titan offense last season, will 
be graduating this spring. 

Primus was named = an 
NCAA Division I Women’s 
Soccer All-American, becom- 
ing only the third in program 
history to achieve this while 
also earning Big West Tour- 
nament MVP and the 2019 Big 
West Midfielder of the Year. 

Bennett was named an AIll- 
Big West First Team. She 
scored a total of 12 goals last 
season, while also becom- 
ing third in school history for 
match winners in a single sea- 
son with four match-winning 
goals. 

As far as the play in the 
spring matches, Brown said 
that it was not a bad start for 


training for the 2020 season. 
As for some players this was 
their first interaction with the 
team. 

For this season, the Titans 
soccer team will see 12 peo- 
ple join their roster, with 10 
who will graduate this summer 
from their high schools. 

All of these newcomers 
have won individual accolades 
for their on and off-the-field 
performances. 

With new players in this 
season, Brown said he is try- 
ing to carry out a “new sys- 
tem of play that mainly in- 
volves maintaining possession 
and creating goals out of those 
possessions.” 

In the match against Cal 
State LA, the Titans were run- 
ning their offense through 
the wings and getting cross- 
es to middle for goal scoring 
opportunities. 

Against Irvine, Brown 
said he believes that the goal 
scored properly reflected the 
team’s style of playing that 
they hope to maintain through 
their performances. 

Coach Brown said that he 
believes the team will be solid 
all around. 

“IT think in defending we 
are going to be fantastic and 
I think we’ll generate a lot of 
goal scoring opportunities so 
we just got to be good to fin- 
ish,” Brown said. 

The women’s soccer team 
will play next in the spring 
doubleheader against Cal Poly 
Pomona at 9 a.m. and against 
San Diego at 5 p.m. on March 
15 at Titan Stadium. 
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Exhibition: Titans take lead in third inning 
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Kameron Guangorena was 
hit by pitch on the next at-bat 
which loaded the bases with no 
outs for the Titans. A wild pitch 
from Hasebe Ginji allowed 
Connor to score from third and 
extend the Titans’ lead, 2-0. 
A couple batters later, Guan- 
gorena scored from third on a 
passed ball from catcher Fukui 
Shogo to make the score 3-0. 

Keio had a chance to respond 
in the top of the fourth. How- 
ever, with men on first and 
second with only one out, An- 
derson forced a fly out and re- 
corded a strikeout to keep Keio 
off the scoreboard. 

For the Titans, Nicco Cole 
came into the fifth inning and 


sar. 


relieved Anderson, who fin- 
ished the night with four in- 
nings pitched, seven strikeouts, 
five hits allowed and no walks. 
It was his first outing since 
last Tuesday against San Diego 
State, where he gave up three 
earned runs in only 0.1 innings 
pitched. 

“Last outing, I was hitting 
my location, they were just put- 
ting good swings on the ball. 
But this one, I felt like I kept 
the hitters more off balance 
and had a lot more command 
with my pitches,’ Anderson 
said. 

Keio scored their first run 
off of Cole in the fifth when 
Shimoyama Yusuke hit an 
RBI single that brought in 


Setonishi Jun, which cut the 
Titan’s lead, 3-1. However, the 
damage could have been worse 
as Guangorena picked off two 
Keio base-runners trying to 
steal. 

Neither team scored again 
until CSUFadded to its lead in 
the bottom of the seventh. Af- 
ter a JJ Cruz lead-off single, 
Miller hit an RBI double to left 
center field and brought Cruz 
home. Miller, then, scored 
when Connor attempted a sac- 
rifice bunt, but reached first on 
an error that extended the Ti- 
tans’ lead, 5-1. 

Miller added an insurance 
run for Fullerton with an RBI 
triple in the bottom of the 
eighth that brought in Demitri 


Alex Solis stands at the plate for the Titans against Keio University yesterday at Goodwin Field. 


Colacchio to make it 6-1. Mill- 
er finished the night 2-for-3 
with a double, triple and walk, 
his first game this season with 
more than one at-bat. 

“I was super nervous at the 
beginning,” Miller said. “And 
then I got really comfortable 
and then I just saw the ball re- 
ally well.” 

Keio attempted a comeback, 
as he scored two runs in the 
top of the ninth. However, the 
Titans held on, 6-3. CSUF fin- 
ished the night with eight hits, 
while Keio had 10 hits that 
only produced three runs. Ful- 
lerton had the edge in errors 
committed with none made, 
while Keio committed three. 

The Titans will return to the 


4 


regular season tonight as they 
host USC at 6 p.m. 

The Trojans come into the 
game with a 4-2 record and are 
coming from the Tony Gwynn 
Classic in San Diego where 
they went 2-1 with wins over 
Seattle University and San Di- 
ego State. CSUF lost to San Di- 
ego State last Tuesday, 8-4. 

CSUF head coach Rick Van- 
derhook said he is more con- 
cerned with his team focus- 
ing on the fundamentals of the 
game than the competition and 
skills of other teams during the 
regular season. 

“We try to play baseball, we 
don’t play Keio, we don’t play 
USC or Tulane, we try to play 
the game,” Vanderhook said. 
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SAVE-THE-DATE 


Feb 27: 


Nois with Kinds of Kings 


8 p.m @ Meng Concert Hall 


Feb 28: 


New Music Festival; 8- 10 p.m @ 


Meng Concert Hall 


Feb 29: 


Women’s Basketball Game; 6 - 9 p.m 


CSUF vs. Hawaii 


March 5: 


Business Career Expo; 3 p.m @ TSU 
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R There’s serious work to be 
accomplished now in your 


ES 


(Mar. 21- 
Apr. 19) 


career. To 


AU 


a source 
RUS IF you've 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


something must be purged. Let 
go of stale energy and use this 
time to renovate your public image. 


They may even 


your longterm goals and 
visions, be willing to let go 


Lia 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


move forward, 


become 
of inspiration. COR 
been revising PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


You can establish a satisfying 
new method of handling your 
regular affairs today. Health 
and beauty regimens will help 
you greet the morning in an 
upbeat mood. 


Ambivalence about how to 
relate to the world vanishes 
as your intuition gets stronger. 
Obey an impulse to make a 
daring move. If other people 


Bao 


COIN M]D]—]npo]o]s 


of relationships and practices that no 
longer serve you. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


Confusion looms around your 
career and you might be 
conflicted about the image 
you've been projecting to the 
world. It’s possible you'll start to 
feel that who you are in public does 
not align with who are in private. 


AN 
CER 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


Messages from your higher 
mind can help you master an 
important philosophical or 
spiritual pursuit today. You're 
able to see through what 
was previously hazy and opaque. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


You come through the darkness 
at last and emerged into the 
light - that is the feeling of 
realization dawning, knowing 
you have made it a long way 
through the storm. 


Today brings a eureka 
moment, shedding light on 
your personal relationships, 
agreements, or lawful 
contracts that have been 
confusing you. You may have to 
sacrifice pleasure. 


IR 
GO 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


take issue with it, understand that that’s 
on them and not on you. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


Be careful of spending 
money, focus on issues of 
security instead. Personal 
safety, emotional stability, 
and domestic tranquility 
are topics worthy of your attention 
now. 


APRI You can finally reap 
the rewards for the 

CORN all of the efforts you 
pee have been putting in 
Jan. 19) Pp : 


Communication comes 
through strong and clear after enduring 
what seemed like ages of mixed signals. 


Afi 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


You could be given an 
opportunity to stand up 
and speak your truth. 
You’re driven to live by 
your values, and you are 
one of the few people brave enough 
to call out someone. 


IS 
CES 


When you look in the mirror, 
you should be delighted by 
what you see. Peer behind 
(Feb. 19- the veil and witness your true, 
Mar. 20] magnificent soul. Adopting a 
better self-image could prompt you to 
wear something unexpected now. 
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Softball upsets Arizona State in Mary Nutter Classic 


The Titans went 2-2 over 
the weekend tournament 
to improve to 8-5 overall. 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


A grueling weekend at the 
Mary Nutter Classic in Cathe- 
dral City, CA left the Cal State 
Fullerton softball team with a 
2-2 record by the conclusion of 
the tournament. 

The Titans found victories 
against Notre Dame on Satur- 
day and against 16th-ranked Ar- 
izona State University on Sun- 
day. Fullerton failed to defeat 
the University of Utah and Or- 
egon State in the early games 
both of those days. 

The first double-header on 
Saturday pitted the Titans 
against the Utes in a bout that 
concluded with a comeback 
victory in the last inning. Utah 
opened up a large margin in the 
second inning and started the 
scoring for the afternoon with a 
six-run inning. 

CSUF’s Dani Martinez, who 
earned the nod to pitch for the 
match, gave up four earned 
runs, while a pair of unearned 
runs allowed Utah to widen 
their lead. The Titans made up 
some ground in the bottom of 
the second and third innings as 
they added a pair of runs. 

Despite falling early, Fuller- 
ton managed to utilize a five- 
run sixth inning to take a one- 
run lead over Utah. The Utes 
answered back shortly with the 
addition of two runs in the top 
of the seventh inning to reclaim 
the lead and seal the victory, 
8-7. 

Fullerton’s second game of 
the double-header followed with 
just as much suspense as the 
first, as it was not decided until 
the final innings. However, the 
Titans were able to spoil Notre 
Dame’s lead and comeback for a 
5-4 victory. 


The Titans took the upper 
hand in the third inning when 
Alexa Neil brought home Julia 
Valenzuela off a single to right 
center field that was mishandled 
by Emma Clarke. The run was 
deemed as unearned. The Fight- 
ing Irish switched roles to open 
the fourth and took the lead 
with a three-run inning. 

The score remained the same 
until the sixth inning when Ful- 
lerton was able to recover from 
their deficit and reclaim the 
lead. Deshea Hill sparked the 
inning with a lead-off single and 
was succeeded by Janelle Ro- 
driguez, who came up clutch as 
a pinch-hitter and tied the game, 
3-3, with a two-run home run to 
right field. 

Neil earned the only oth- 
er RBI of the game later in the 
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inning with a sacrifice pop fly 
that brought Megan Delgadillo 
home from third base. A throw- 
ing error by the Notre Dame 
allowed Alyssa Hernandez to 
score off Neil’s at-bat to add in- 
surance to CSUF’s lead. 

Despite Notre Dame’s added 
run in the seventh inning, Ful- 
lerton prevailed, 5-4 . 

CSUF’s bats cooled down sig- 
nificantly against Oregon State 
in their first game of their dou- 
ble-header on Sunday. The Ti- 
tans managed to earn two hits 
with no runs in their 2-0 loss to 
the Beavers. 

Martinez started the pitch- 
ing once again for the Titans, 
and although she produced a de- 
cent stat line by only giving up 
three hits in six innings of play, 
the offensive end for Fullerton 


failed to produce much against 
Oregon State’s Mariah Mazon, 
who tossed a two-hit shutout 
while pitching the entire game. 

The Beavers took an ear- 
ly lead in the first inning when 
Missy Nunes brought in Izzy 
Owen to score. The only oth- 
er run of the game came in the 
top of the fifth inning when Fal- 
lon Molnar smacked a solo-shot 
home run to seal the match. 

In the final game of the Mary 
Nutter Classic, the Titans fin- 
ished on a high-note over Ar- 
izona State with a 4-3 victo- 
ry against the Sun Devils. The 
win for Fullerton marked their 
highest ranked-victory — since 
2018 when they bested third- 
ranked UCLA in the NCAA 
Regionals. 

Trish Parks, who was credited 
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Deshea Hill gets in position to make a play against Loyola Marymount University on Feb. 9 at Anderson Family Field. 


with the win after tossing five 
innings from the circle in Sun- 
day’s finale, is also credited 
with the win against UCLA. 

The Sun Devils took the ini- 
tial lead in the bottom of third 
inning with a 1-0 lead. But, it 
was a critical four-run fourth in- 
ning where the Titans added all 
the runs they needed to take the 
go-ahead over the Sun Devils 

Arizona State attempted to cut 
their deficit in the fifth and sixth 
innings with a pair of runs, but 
the Titans were able to fend off 
the Sun Devils’ bats and clinch 
the victory, 4-3. 

The Titans will return back 
home this weekend for the Judi 
Garmin Classic at Anderson 
Family Field where they will 
host six games from Thursday 
to Sunday. 


Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of 


the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, 


with the location and your full name for a chance to win! 
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Last Week’ s WINNER 


Last Week’s Location: McCarthy Hall 


SONG OF THE WEEK 


Nights Like This 


Kehlani 


ONE DIRECTION STAN IN 2020 STARTER PACK 
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Follow the Spotify Playlist: BITS TUT =) 


If you're feeling melancholic, this helps. 


-Alexander Alvarado, Layout Editor 


SOLIPSISM 


BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


where did all the 
1D stan accounts go?? 


niall & harry 
have the bops 


y’all remember those 
wattpad fanfics?? 


you know that 


1D will return one day 


HARRY <3 


remember when we 
thought louis was 
going to name his 
kid “conchobar’” 


in 2013 


<---- probably you 


being disappointed 
by liam’s album... yikes — 


/ 
Expecting of nothing but 


fv : 
Y Spring takes age, UY 


comforting and giving 
in nature. 
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gifting of everything, 


and to everyone, 


faith in the simple 
act of compassion, 


and relishing in 
little things. 
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Instagram fashion guru shares insight 


CSUF senior Elizabeth Manzo 
balances academics anda 
thriving media feed. 


JULIA GARDUNO 
FOWSIA SHARIFF 
Staff Writers 


From product reviews to 
brand collaborations, content 
creation has emerged as a via- 
ble career path. For Elizabeth 
Manzo, senior communications 
major at Cal State Fullerton, 
content creation is more than a 
hobby. 

With over 34,000 follow- 
ers on Instagram, Manzo uses 
the platform to showcase her 
style and promote brands that 
she has partnerships’ with. 
The high-desert native said 
that people began to ask her 
to share outfit tips three years 
ago, which sparked her online 
presence. 

The 23-year-old is also a re- 
porter for the Orange Coun- 
ty News, and juggles college 
along with an online career. 

Manzo said her brand is un- 
tamed because it appeals to 
college students in a unique 
way. 

Since most of her outfits are 
thrifted, Manzo said that she 
can better connect with her au- 
dience by using items that are 
affordable. 

“T just started posting my 
outfits and it just started to, I 
guess, resonate with people,” 
she said. “Especially because 
what I post is affordable and 
sustainable fashion.” 

Manzo’s following has grown 
over the past two years, and 
a big part of gaining traction 


were collaborations with her 
favorite brands. After consis- 
tently sharing her outfits for a 
year on Instagram, Manzo fi- 
nally noticed an increase in her 
engagement. 

“Before I started out, I would 
say I didn’t have any more than 
700 followers,” Manzo said. 

Manzo said that tailoring 
her posts to accommodate her 
style, as well as her audience’s 
expectations, requires more 
work than she anticipated. 

Traveling to different loca- 
tions, packing several outfits 
and snapping photos is all ina 
day’s work for this creator. The 
process of generating curated 
content is lengthy, but Manzo 
said she makes the most of her 
time by teaming up with other 
creators. 

“We'll just pack a couple of 
different outfits, maybe like 
two to three in one day, and 
just get a week-full of content,” 
Manzo said. 

The feeds of popular cre- 
ators are outlined by their aes- 
thetic, as well as their audi- 
ence’s responsiveness toward 
the content. 

It’s important to note that au- 
diences connect with well-cu- 
rated photos, and the lack of 
photos could disrupt their con- 
nection to the creator. Because 
of this, Manzo said she makes 
it a point to plan her feed 
accordingly. 

“You're not going to capture 
an audience if your feed isn’t 
nice enough,” Manzo said. “It 
is definitely draining.” 

Sponsored content, in which 
brands pay their chosen cre- 
ators to promote their prod- 
ucts, is something that content 


creators strive for. Receiving 
compensation for promoting a 
product or service allows them 
to garner support from their 
audience. 

However, sponsored content 
can affect the creator’s rela- 
tionship with their followers. 
From a_ viewer’s perspective, 
posts that are paid for can in- 
fluence their likelihood of pur- 
chasing a product. 

For Manzo, sharing her out- 
fits and creating original con- 
tent is a priority. 

“IT try not to make my feed a 
commercial,” she said. “I try to 
keep it well-balanced with my 
true style and what I personal- 
ly spend and buy.” 

Manzo said that, in reality, 
some content creators might 
feel pressured to accept collab- 
orations from brands they don’t 
value. 

“I don’t really want to 
work with brands that I don’t 
know about,” Manzo said. She 
said that reviewing a product 
should be well-intentioned and 
“not to just say you’re being 
sponsored.” 

Manzo said that her content 
is a form of self-expression and 
said that aspiring content cre- 
ators shouldn’t compare them- 
selves to others. 

“It can be really easy to get 
lost or think you’re not good 
enough,” Manzo said. 

The glitz and glamour of the 
career can be engrossing, but 
Manzo warns new creators to 
be prepared for the hustle. 

When Manzo isn’t shooting 
photos or planning her con- 
tent, she produces news pack- 
ages for the Orange Coun- 
ty News, where she was able 
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Elizabeth Manzo is a Cal State Fullerton student and Instragram influencer 


with over 34,000 followers. 


to cover the 2020 Oscars af- 
ter-party red carpet. Being in 
front of a camera sparked her 
interest in broadcast journal- 
ism, in which she hopes to be- 
come well-versed in all aspects 
of the field. 

As a transfer from Victo- 
ry Valley College, Manzo said 
she came to the university at 
a disadvantage in terms of 
adopting internship opportuni- 
ties. However, Manzo said that 
she believes CSUF has shown 


her the ropes of journalism and 
prepared her for the future. 

After graduating in May, the 
newly-engaged creator plans to 
move to New York City. With 
her degree, she hopes to work 
for Cosmopolitan magazine. 

“It’s writing, it’s also multi- 
media, fashion and style — so 
I feel like that’s kind of where 
I would want to end up,” she 
said. “I feel like that’s a com- 
bination of everything that I 
love,.” 


Movie 
EVIE 


The Netflix documentary 
depicts cultural clashes in 
manufacturing jobs. 


CATIE ROBINSON 
Staff Writer 


When Julia Reichert, one of the 
producers and directors of “Amer- 
ican Factory,’ accepted her Os- 
car for Best Documentary Feature 
Film, she had a clear message to 
share: “Working people have it 
harder and harder these days. We 
believe that things will get bet- 
ter when workers of the world 
unite.” 

“American Factory” is set in 
Dayton, Ohio and tells the sto- 
ry of a Chinese automotive glass 
factory opening in a plant previ- 
ously used by General Motors. 
Cultures collided and emotions 
were heightened when Fuyao 
Glass America hired locals, many 
of whom worked at the old GM 
plant, to work alongside Chinese 
employees. 

Many of the American work- 
ers initially felt immense relief to 
have a job after a long stint of un- 
employment. However, that relief 
soon turned to frustration, as the 
culture of the Chinese manage- 
ment was unfamiliar to American 
workers, and many of them were 
paid much lower wages than they 
were accustomed to. 

Chinese workers attended semi- 
nars on how to acclimate to Amer- 
ica and their American co-work- 
ers, but many were confused by 
the Americans’ comparatively 


low productivity, and the need to 
be reassured and praised. 
Many of the scenes contain 
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‘American 


awkward humor reminiscent of 
the show “The Office,” like when 
a plane of glass shattered at the 
same time a supervisor empha- 
sized the product’s quality to their 
customers, or when American em- 
ployee Rob invited his new Chi- 
nese co-workers over for Thanks- 
giving and they eagerly took rides 
on his motorcycle and tried out his 
pistol in the backyard. 

The company’s contrasting 
cultures caused some workers 
to clash, but others found kin- 
dred spirits in their Chinese 
counterparts. 

“Wong and I have spent a lot 
of time together, with him teach- 
ing me everything,” Rob said of 
Wong, a Chinese furnace engi- 
neer. “We’ve just bonded, and 
we've tried to learn each other’s 
culture.” 

Later in the film, Rob goes so 
far as to call Wong his Chinese 
brother: “I would have his back, 
just like P’'d have one of my own 
brothers.” 

The main conflict in the docu- 
mentary is the question of wheth- 
er or not the factory workers will 
form a union. Chairman Cao, 
founder and Fuyao CEO, even 
hired an anti-union consulting 
firm to squash any potential union 
activity in his factory. 

Since management was more 
interested in maximum output 
rather than Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration com- 
pliance, the American employees 
raised concerns over unsafe work- 
ing conditions. On a trip to vis- 
it a Fuyao plant in China, a few 
American workers were horrified 
to see Chinese workers sorting 
through broken glass for hours, 
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Factory’ 


wearing nothing but thin gloves. 

As the documentary continues, 
the plant’s most outspoken union 
supporters are fired, with low pro- 
ductivity given as the reason. One 
of the fired workers said they be- 
lieved the loss of their job was an 
act of retaliation from a company 
that refuses to be unionized, and 
since Ohio is an at-will employ- 
ment state, there was not much the 
workers could do. The filmmakers 
do well in showcasing both pro- 
union and anti-union perspectives, 
although it definitely portrays the 
union supporters who lost their 
jobs in a sympathetic light. 

Dave Burrows was vice presi- 
dent of Fuyao Glass America at 
the start of the film, but was soon 


offers no 


replaced after the company failed 
to turn a profit. He had one of the 
biggest shifts in perspective when 
it comes to unions. 

At the plant’s opening ceremo- 
ny, Sen. Sherrod Brown voiced his 
support for unions, which angered 
Burrows. 

“Tm going to have to kill a sen- 
ator,” Burrows said half-jokingly. 
“T’'m going to take those big scis- 
sors and cut Sen. Brown’s head.” 

Later in the film, after losing 
his job, Burrows expressed his 
change of heart. 

At the end of the film, Fuyao in- 
troduces automation to the facto- 
ry floor. A mechanical arm took 
over the job of two people, hinting 
at the dramatic change to come. 


answers 


Ultimately, factories are no longer 
run by human hands, and automa- 
tion doesn’t discriminate. Wheth- 
er American or Chinese, pro- 
union or anti-union, automation is 
on its way to eliminate jobs once 
held by people. As a bottom line, 
those who own the factories only 
care about their financial profit. 

The film concludes on a tense 
reminder that as technology con- 
tinues to advance, human jobs 
will be taken over by machines. 
“American Factory” offers no 
easy answers, because there are 
no easy answers. Instead, the doc- 
umentary shows a glimpse into 
the beginning of the end: The twi- 
light years of what manufacturing 
once was in America. 


NETFLIX 


OGO 


Bring this AD and a friend, 
receive a BOGO free of a 
equal or less value drink 


We Do Catering 

For more information 
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CalitaMktf@gmail.com 
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